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Europe.
The cal>:»« reports arc dated November 14.
1'lie pi o\ isioiial government of Spain has declared

the irecdorn of the colonial port*.
Huron von der He.vdt, the Prussian Finance Min¬

ister, states tiiat the lluaiiciaJ diflicultles or l'rug-ua
arc but liani-itory.
Nothing lias been published yet in Berlin respect-

lug Prussia's position regarding the Alabama claims.
Count von dcr Coltz haa resigned a* Pru«slan

Ambassador to Paris, and Ilerr von Nei ther has
been appointed In his place.

Kosatnl, the great composer, died yc-ecrdar in
Paris.

I .one)o.i.Consols, 94.'^; flve-twentles, 74 1
1 ; ininois

Centra hi. w. Krie share*, 2«: Liverpool -Cotton
.Middling uplands, 10^d. London- l.iuseed oil
JE2S.

'

Amtralaifa.
our Australian correspondence is dated October 1.

The recent outbreak In New Zealand indicates the
policy of the natives to be extermination of the set¬
tlers or themselves. The war has assumed a rell-
gnus asjiect, a new sect, called Hau-liaus, having
ftuun^ up, uti'l whono growth u maiiced byanum-
»» rof atrocities. On tho Ult of September a force
«>r British troops had an encounter with the uitlves,
»u wlueh the troops were defeated w ith a heavy loss'. 1

The French colonists 0r New Caledonia have bceti
f reutly seriously embarrassed with native troubles.

Many settlers were murdered by the savages, who
finally broke Into open revolt agaiust the uovern-
.lueni. 'lho revolt, however, has been suppressed,
the natives severely punished and thecniouy is more
flourishing and prosperous than ever before.

Affairs in tl.e J-eejee island* are more unsettled
than ever, and a bloody war lias been Inaugurated
between the setdcrs arid natives, in which the parties
vie with each other in deeds of cruelty and luhu-
ouanity. Hie natives appear to have recovered their J
Relish for human flesh, and several Instances are .

j ited in whit h they killed and at. prisoners taken in J
iiattle. Kluit Thakombau has paid the flrst instal-
jm-nt of the debt due the United States. Tiio com-
mander of the British war steamer Challenger at-
lacked and destroyed a native village, killing lorty-
«>ue savages and wounding a still larger number.

C.-ntrnl and Souib America.
Bj cable we learn that the allied army Is beforo

Anf.tmtura. The Paraguayans came out In force and
attacked It >ut were repulsed with a loss of aso
killed and wouuded. The position held by l.optv is
thoupht to bo unassailable. The rumor that Lopez
had shot liLs two brothers is fully conilrnied. (,cn-
crai Me.Malion, the newl nite l Slates Minister to
I'araguB.v, had arrived at Klo Janeiro en rout? to the
scene of his labors.

i Another revolution has broken oat la Colombia.
f»n the loth nit. Iguaclo Gutierrez Ycrgars. Governor
«>f the Stale of Cundlnamarca, pronounced against
the general government. The President of lho re¬

public Iinmediately called out tho national troops
and captor I the rebel Governor uud ail his fol¬
lowers. In other parts of the republic lie* friends «.f
Vergarn have rl-cn, aavJ a general civil war is

looked upon as iucvltaU**.
Panama :s kept lu a eonsta»\t stale or alarm by

le irsof till attack I# tt revolutouUs, altho'i.^h
none have yet t.eca a^n in the vicinity of tho fits .

Tne decree of tit* Ktecutlve to double tho co.nmv
cial tax on u!! iner'ch::nts has not yet l>een enforce I,
and has been protested against l»y all the foreign
Consuls. A feilow calling him. elf Captain James
Srnii'i has l>c< 11 iirrc3ted in Panama for stealing a

letter of crtdll from a Mr. sarK''in, <>t ,van I ran-
Cisco. It |« o 'llevcd that Smith Is <>ue of the gui'x of
robbers who operated so extensively nu ihu plslds
lusi summer.

In Pern some Indications or revolntlon are to b-
perceived, although President Halts has, by his
energy and sterna- rs. shown h s abPitv to qmckly
put an end to ai y ordinary uprising. The admluis-
tra'iou I a s uctod nobly towards the Mi teieis by the
e,ti t hijuakes an 1 Is maturing platii to afford penna-
lient lellcf to the tiiotisand^ who And themselves
ruined by that catastrophe. Congress has passo<l a
vote of I'lank-. to (Jci ral Hovev, I'nlted staua Min¬
ister to Peru, on account of his generous conduct
during the eartliqua'sr;. Admiral Turnei and the
u liters of the fulle I S'atcs Ni,! n< also vir.

k indly ret: '.mbeied f.jr tlielr »er ices on that otes-
ilon.

Efforts art tnadn by flu- liberal party In
I'hllc to cifeet reform# in tli» election laws, secure
l>erfect .Iberty to the j»rc-«». and to protect the jini:-
itary fri m at'at ks orin n.it lug bclelv in the pa.<sions
of polltu .1 parties. These iefor;as' are res sled by
the ad 1 ,.isi ration, but ure u-;;.-d with vehemence
b) the 'f 3 of the people. On the i t ti nit., n c»
T"rec«i jimke was felt at O plapo, whl. h loured
tiiirtjr-01, tiuildliiKt and cause 1 gie.tt cousteroa-
t«>n am m* ill. Inhabitants. Scerai vol. auy « iu
th; sot tu ol Uliik* are m active opi ratlu'j.

Tho Metccr«i
Ttiedi^p'ny of meteors on Friday night was wit-

ttfJsed 111 ull par 3 of the Fnitrd I, ate from Ms -a-
ehnsetts to California. Our de.'ipatchcs stale that
thr shower was lar mare brllliuut than tlie display
of last year.

A 1 able tclcurim annotmces that great prepara¬
tions were made in Kngstid lor tlie observance or
the meteors ou I rldhy night, but the heavens were
ao obscure ! by clouds t out nou< were visible. I.att
Bl'.'fit. fiowercr, a brilliant di-plaj was wiines^ed
at Oxford University.

Mlsreltsnnii*,
The meeting convened in ciu . ' .», purpose

.f or{:ani/lrig a Western Social ,-i .« As-"» .iallon.
as will be seen by otir report 0* 1 he proc* tings
CKowii -re at their see <n I r i-ioti in w e iu..v,aj
adopted in the baUs of th r oi, ml-,i r.iu lie vua<

putulloa of ike Ausirtcaa a . i.m '.c Associa tu

" iii, f.nhioned upon the mod .! of European
«s .. laiiona of the same name, and having the s:uue
Ijt n"ral scope of plau hihI purpose. A variety of
very iitcrestlag papers, bearing upon topics gcr-
maia to social science and human advancement
havo already been submitted to the convention and
it number of other equally luleresimg papers arc
still to bo read.
Tne rujnored settlement of the Alabama claims u

causing no little comtuettf in official circles at Wash¬
ing; on. The impression prevails that a basis of set¬
tlement has been agreed upon which affords a fair
prospect of removing every cause of dissatisfaction.

A Washington democratic organ has a sensational
rumor that prominent republicans are4ntrigulng to
live .Mr. Colfax, not General (iraut, the republican
electoral vote for President.
North Carolina gives Grant 12,000 majority. In

the Seventh Congressional district, Jones, republican,
is elected by over 200 majority. The district has
b.'eii claimed by the democrat* by a large majority.
About thirty yonng men of St. Louis, Mo., under

the leadership of several old filibusters, have formed
! an organization with a view to raise recruits for an

expedition to Cuba.
Two lai/orers were killed by a land slide in a gravel

pit near (Jar uer, Mais., on Friday.
Lord MoncS, late Goveruor General of Canada, and

family na;icd from (Quebec yesterday by the steamer
Xcstorian. It is believed that the new Governor
General of the Vew Dominion is already en route for
Canada un board the steamer Austria, due at Quebec
In a few days.

Tim City.
About hal.r-past seven o'clock yesterday morning

the feir.yboat Hamilton, 011 the Fulton ferry, in en¬
tering the slip on the New York side, ran into the
ferryboat Union. The Hamilton was crowded with
passengers, most of whom had congregated on the
forward part of the boat and several of tao more
exposed, seeing a collision was Imminent, jumped
into the river. The crash on the boats coming to-
got her was /earful, killing two passengers and
wounding some thirty others. The accident was
caused solely by the incompetency of the man acting
as idiot of the Hamilton.
General Grant and Mrs. Grant and Generals Dent

and Badeau left yesterday morning for West Point,
where tliey will remain until Wednesday, when the
party will return to this city en rout# for Wash¬
ington.
The Governor elect has accepted the offer of the

Seventy-first regiment N. G. S. N. Y. to escort him
to Albany on the day of his inauguration.
Yesterday two steamers sailed from this port rov*

Liverpool and Queeustown, one for Glasgow and
Londonderry, one for London, one for Havre, four
for New Orleans, one for Mobile, two for Savannah
and four for other Southern ports.
During the last quarter the number of letters

from Europe received at the Post Office in this city
was 0^8, ill; uumbcr forwarded to Europe, 1.063,660;
total number, 'J,ooi, 701. The total amount of postage
received in the same time was $260,300.

A democrat is to convey a republican In a wheel¬
barrow from Sixth avenue, near Bleecker street, to
the Hkrai.d building, oil Monday, in payment of an
election bet.
The Cuban filibuster expedition now organising in

this city Is pronounced a huge swindle.
The number of arrests by the ciiy police last week

was 1,447.
The amount, of taxes received at the Tax Col¬

lector's office last wees was $1,155, 0i;i; total collec¬
tions ou the last tax levy, $10,082,261.
The stock market was strong aud excited yester¬

day. Gold closed at 134v
With but few exceptions the markets were ex¬

tremely quiet yesterday. Coffee was slow
of sale but firm at former prices. Cot¬
ton was fairly active but Irregular, and prices
[.f the lower grades receded #c. per pound,
the market closing at 24i4'c. for middling upland.
3n 'Change flour was sparingly dealt In but un¬
hanged In value. Wheat was In fair demand but

lc. a 2c. lower. Corn was dull and nominal, while
)ats were In moderate request and a shade lower.
Pork was dull and nominal. Hcef was a trifle more
vtive and steady, while lard was quiet aud heavy.
Whiskey was firm with a moderate demand.
Freights were tolerably active and firm. Naval
stoves were dull but firmly held. Petroleum was ex¬

ceedingly quiet, but prices were firm, closiug at
13; ic. a Mc. for crude aud 27 Xe. for refined.

Prominent Arrival* in the City.
General L. E. Webb, of Wisconsin; Judge R. It.

Sloane, of Sandusky, and R. R. Bridges, of North
Carolina, are ut the St. Nicholas Hotel.
William Prescott Smith and Y.- vr. Renfleld, of

Pennsylvania, are at the Colman House.
Judge E. F. Mahon, of Mississippi; Judge T. F.

Fuller, of Nevada; General F. D. Cailender and Dr.
I. S. Knight, of the United States Artnv; Dr. F. S.
Day, of San Francisco, and Dr. Brolaalz. of Callao,
Pern, are at the Metropolitan Hotel.
Robert Urquhart, of Japan: Captain J. L. Ca*e, of

Saratoga, and Dr. Dawson, of Toronto, are at the
St. Charles Hotel.

Tlieo. F. Randolph, Governor elect of New Jersey,
and P. Brignoll, of New York, arc at the Clareudon
Hotel.
W. s. Grosbeck, of Cincinnati, and Congro«.-»man

Charles O'Neill, of Pcun-*yivauia, are at the Fifth
Avenue Hotel.
General W. I). Gushing, of Cleveland; s, T. Fair-

child, of Cazenovia, and Mr. Livingston, of Sail Frau-
cisco, are at the lloiTman House.

Our Parlflc Rallwayi-Tbclr Commercial
nml Political Effect on the* World.

The first great period of the world's com¬

mercial history ended when VascodeGama
doubled the Cape of Good iu 141)8. Previous
t<> this date the trade of India with Europe
amounted to a few thousands of tons annually,
which trade found its way at an immense cost
of timo and Lbor across the Persian empire,
Asiatic Turkey and Arabia. These countries
then stood between the two commercial tor-
'nini of the world.India and the Mediterra¬
nean. India then, already old and stagnant,
scarcely felt the touch of this traffic. Light us

it wax. however, it gave civilization to the
Mediterranean shores. Tyre became to the
great inland sea what San Francisco is now to
the Pacific Ocean. The new trade gave a

wonderful impulse and was pregnant with opu¬
lent cities which it scattered broadcast over

tho Persian empire. The wealth that was

poured into Syria produced an extraordinary
advancement in the arts, sciences and civili¬
zation. It built up the famed Jerusalem and
gave it such wealth and architectural splendor
that the tide of war surged around its walls in
more sieges than ever fell to the lot of any
other city in history. As the trade developed
itself Alexandria sprang in greatness and
extended its civilization to Greece. Home,
Carthage, nml then Venice felt its impulse, and
in turn dictated to the world.
The .Mediterranean commercial cities were in

their full tide of splendor nt the end of the
fifteenth century. They had received their
civilization, their religion, their arts and sci¬
ences from the interchange of products. There
pave a forward impulse, enlarged the ideas of
Blates/ru a and of people, enabled them to ap¬
preciate art, forced inventive talent into action,
h tilt nhlpa suited to a limited navigation, and,
in gen thI. ga\ e the highest brain growth of
that periul. But the whole development was

narrow. Il was the caravan, the oar- propelled
Vessel and the pathway of animal traffic.
Now the world, entering upon the sixteenth

century, fates about and breathes west¬
ward. The Mediterranean bI aggers under three
reeling blows.that of Colombo* of Vasco de
Oama and of Magellan. Franco, Portugal,
Spain and England, full on tho western
European confine, find employment for their
semi-civil iised people ; cities spring into exist-

tjo sU'W^'ilsJ tti'o a uew naval a^rchi-

t?cture suited U» the stormy Atlantic ; the
wealth of the Indies pours round the Cape of
(i jod Hope; grass grows in the doop caravan
ruts of the Persian empire, of Arabia and of
Syria ; their cities disappear with the trado
that gave them birth, A now civilization, born
of the times, produces an intense mental im¬
pulse in Europe. The world has swelled out
and requires more brains. India now feels
the western touch ; ordinary products mingle
with the rare, a:id trade takes immense pro¬
portions.
The tide sweeps on for throe centuries ; the

commercial nations roll their surplus popula¬
tion into the Now World ; steamboats, rail¬
roads and telegraphs force the wildest com¬
mercial projects into realities, anil progress
in full tension awaits a further development
in a third and culminating period. The
third period will date from the completion
of the Pacific Railroad. Four hundred and
sixty thousand tons of freight per year are ready
at the linking of its rails to pass across tho
Coutinent. England awaits its completion to
change her Australian steamship line from
Panama and make Australia tributary to San
Francisco. Franco and Holland will commu¬

nicate by this route with their Indian colonies.
Tho advantages of our geographical posi¬
tion make it as inevitable as fate that tho
whole world must pay tribute to North
America. This tribute will, however, be but
a small tax upon the immense advantages
which It will reap in exchange. It may be
said that the energy of the world here concen¬
trated is workiug tor the general good of man¬

kind and not with tho simple idea of nationnl
aggrandizement. In building our Pacific
railroads we shall do more for the dormant
masses of Asia than has been done for them in
the last throe thousand years. We shall draw
upon them, and this will force them to
produce. We shall have a closer contact
with them, for their doors now face
ours. Wo shall thus bo able to exchange
ideas, resulting in groat mental as well
as material gain to both. The capacity of Asia
for trade, virtually untouched as yet, will now

take new forms and receive new impulses by
being placcd iu such immediate relationship
with tho whole civilized world. It is impossi¬
ble to calculate tho effect of the influences thus
brought to bear on Eastern Asia. Old dynas¬
ties must go dowu, ideas of religion and of life
bo completely changed and tho Asiatic mind
take new and strange directions. Europe, con¬

forming to the changes wrought, must recog¬
nize in the United States the favored land des¬
tined to deal civilization to the uations of tho
earth.

With our Pacific railroads we shall innkc the
world homogeneous, cut down national barriers,
break the marked distinctiveness of races,
crush national jealousies, teach one half of
mankind what the other half is, show to Asia
that Europe has valuable ideas, and vice trrxa,
and that eithor possesses elements of civiliza¬
tion foreign to the other. We shall make our¬
selves the schoolmaster of tho world, and
while we dispense its blessings shall teach the
best method of making use of theui.

For ourselves, our railways to the Pacific
will so make us the highway of nations that
the very interest taken in uninterrupted com-
munication across our territory will bo our best
safeguard of unbroken nationality. If, further,
we would estimate the natural result of our

means of communication upon our future
wealth, commerce and civilization, we have
only to look at the results tipon Europe of tho
first two periods of imperfect commercial inter¬
change to feel that America strides onward to
a great destiny.that to bo an American citi-
een 13 greater than to be a king.

Tbe WhMiej Frnuila. l)irtl<-uliy of Rm«-b»

Inn Them.

A hundred millions of dollars a year are

stolen from the government. Tho revenue is
defrauded of au amount more than sufficient to
pay the current expenses of the government, if
economically administered, and inoro than the
government ever cost before the late war.
This fact is as undeniable ai it is startling.
Who will not say, then, that we hnvo the most
inefficient and corrupt government 0:1 the face
of the rarth ? Probably there is no parallel to
it in history. But what is worse and more

astounding still is that these stupendous frauds
cannot be reached and tho criminals punished.
So powerful is the combination known as the
'.whiskey ring,' and such enormous wealth has
it with which to defeat investigation and the
ends of justice, that all efforts to probe the evil
have failed. We saw how Bincklcy failed, and
now we see that Judge Fullcrton and others,
honest and talented men, are badgered, ham¬
pered and paralyzed in the same cause. Tho
President himsolf seems to be jjowerless. The
truth is, the heads of the Treasury and Inter¬
nal Revenue Departments and even the mem¬
bers of the Cabiuet are either directly con¬

cerned in the frauds or have powerful
and intimate friends who are. To
screen themselves or theso friends they throw
obstacles in the way of investigation. It is a

curious fact, too, that iinmedi v.ely a move¬

ment is mailc by the Executive to probe these
frauds the Congressional Investigating Com¬
mitter steps in and. under the pretence of aid¬
ing inquiry, actually defeats it. Mr. Van
Wyck pretends to be tho head and most
active member of that committee, and if any¬
body could find out the frauds he ought, for
lie has a numbor of relatives of tho Van Wyck
family holding prominent offices iu this city iu
the internal revenue service. How many
relatives or friendi hus Mr. McCulIoch or Mr.
Rollins in Him servieo or the whiskey business?
Has Mr. Kvarts any? What political in¬
fluences arc at work to screen the guilty?
Something is radically wrong with the high
official! of tho government or the frauds would
be exposed and prevented. They are either
guiliy of wilfully screening the defrauders or

are incapable of performing the duties devolv¬
ing upon them. In cither case they ought to
be suspended without delay. The President,
who is honest and means well, undoubtedly,
should act at on -e, should suspend all those
who hold responsible positions and f ail to do
their dufy in protecting the Treasury. That is
the only way to roach the evil. With a new,
honest and capable set of men we shall get at
the truth and prevent frauds in future. This
the President should do promptly and leavo
the responsibility with Congr* -*s to sustain him
or the Treasury thieves. Whatever Congrejs
m*y do the people will approve of l(is ipiloo

f mi hop&r Ujju ftit com»e<».

Tup Fire Departmeal.
The annual report of the Fire Department

for the year 1807 has just been issued. It
shows a most lit^Ilhy and efficient condition of
thijigs in I ho department.economy in manage-
meut, a faithful dischar£S of duty on the part
of the employe's and general activity in tho
suppression of fires. The well-dijclpliued and
soldierly mind of the President of tho
sioners, General Alexander Shaler, has evT* i

dently impressed itself most effectually upon
the entire force, and the consequence is that
a thorough system of discipline exists which
renders tho paid department infinitely mora

effective than the old volunteer system, excel¬
lent as that was in many respects. The
department is indebted a good deul also to
the sagacity of Colonel T. Bailey Myers,
who, together with General Shaler, visited
the fire departments of all the leading cities
throughout the country, made a careful investi¬
gation of tho different systems and embodied
their experience in a valuable report which
has furnished immense information towards
the better organization of our own department.
There ha3 been a variety of opinion as to the

comparative efficacy of the new and tho old lira
organizations, but we think that experience
leads us to the new as the better system. One
fact alone, as stated in the report before us, is
of importance. It is this, that during the
past year only one case of robbery at a

firo had been taken cognizance of, the police
protection afforded by the firemen themselves
being sufficient to protect the most valuable
property. Wo kuow that this was not the case
under the old system, nor could it be ex¬

pected, because the mob, composed mostly of
idlers and rowdies, continually hung on the
skirts of the regular members of tho Firo De¬
partment, took a hand at tho "machine,"
created dire coufusion, destroyed all discipline
and proved too much for tho ordinary polico
force allotted to duty at a great fire. This
evil has been remedied by the admirable
method of military subordination which Gene¬
ral Shaler has introduced. As tho present de¬
partment increases in time of service the de¬
cline In the number of disastrous conflagra¬
tions is apparent. For instance, the destruc¬
tion by fire during the year ending in Novem¬
ber were 873, involving a loss of $5,71 1,000.
a reduction from the losses of tho
previous year of $717,700. With un

equivalent progressive improvement we may
hope to see the losses by fire gradually
reduced until the wholesale destruction which
in former times devastated whole blocks and
millions of property shall exist no more. Tho
expenses of the paid Fire Department may
appear upon the surface to be greater than
that of the voluntary system; but we must
measure the expense by the value of the ser¬

vice rendered. The appropriation for 1 86.". was
$8!);;, 000. Of this amount $700,000 was used
for tho pay of the officers and men, the rest
was ab3orl»ed for repairs of machines and
buildings, the construction of new steamers
and other contingent expenses. The number of
men employed is 504. Thoro are in active ser¬

vice .'14 steamers and 9 hand engines, with 8
Bteamera held in reserve for emergencies. The
number of buildings used for the department is
lilt, and they are represented to be now, under
the management of tho new Board, in a cleanly
and perfect condition. Mo uUo with tho uj>

paratus, the harness and horses. The men

are reported, on tho testimony of the district
engineers and foremen, to be in a complete
stato of military discipline, well uniformed und
tilled with an honest pride iu the service to
which they are devoted.
Some good suggestions are contained In the

report with reference to the storage of such
dangerous combustibles as nitro-glyccrine,
gunpowder and petroleum oil. It is earnestly
recommended that more stringent laws should
be enacted in this regard. Wo have had
some terrible examples of the danger accruing
from the storage of these articles in the city
and around the docks recently, and it Is to be
hoped that the Legislature about to assemble in
January will pay home attention to the warn¬

ing of the Fire Commissioners. la such a

service as our firemen are engaged accidents
which result in disabling individuals
of the force are necessarily un¬

avoidable, and we are glad to per-
'

ceive that the Commissioners are not unmind¬
ful of the sufferers, it is a rule wisely and
charitably established that nil disabled fire¬
men shall be transferred from active duty to
the easier post of bellriugers as soon as they
are able to perform that work. Thore appears
to be some improvement necessary in the fire
alarms and telegraphs in certain districts of
the city.a matter which should be, if it has
uot already been, attended to. The system of
street boxes for telegraphic alarms, used in
many of the Western cities, might be employed
in the metropolis with equal if not greater
effect, inasmuch as we have a larger area of
danger to cover.

Upon the whole, the account which the Fire
Department gives of itself is highly satisfac¬
tory, nud is calculated to inspire confidence
in the minds of the property owoers and citi-
Zf-ns generally. There are, doubtless, many
improvements which may be made in the de¬
partment, but with so clear a head and so well
trained an official in charge of the department
us General Shaler we have no reason to

presume that improvement will not follow
improvement until the whole organization is
perfect.

Cl.EUICAL Amf.XITIKS..We publish elsewhero
to-day a flagrant violation of clerical ann ni-

t i.*s. It seems that an Episcopal clergyman
from a distant diocese, who was invited last
Sunday to address the* Sunday school children
of a church uot a thousand miles from Wall
street, indulged himself in an entirely unjustifia¬
ble strain of rituperation against the priests of
the Roman Catholic Church. lie denounced
them as "Romish'1 priests, as "so-called"
spiritual fathers, and did not hesitate to stig¬
matize the ceremonies of that Churrh as

"abominations." Surely this was not an cx-

emplification of the Christian charity which it
is the holy office of preachers or every denomi¬
nation to practise as well as to rofommend.

Jrsr So..Tho Seorotary of the Treasury is
opposed to anything like a '.inrry in the prose¬
cution of Fullerton'i Researches into the

whiskey frauds, and likewise to any precipi¬
tate action upon tli'j disclosures made against
certain officii'.'*. Meantime the whiskey rings
remain Intoct.

A tut that's tit . war the mrutcy goes;
I'OW llt'J WUit'Dl-

Ottv Parti Fashion* Fjertor.

Oar Paris fashions letter, which is to-day
! as sparklibg .is it always has boon, sLatlej

us by tba announcement of two events of 110

small interest and importance. The first is
the promulgation by the Emperor or all the
Russius of a u!:aso prohibiting the entrance
of Puria fashion journals into any part of
his vast empire. "Russian ladies are not to
be taught about panniers nor to be told that

tic/ ^ear (ht?tr evening bodices much lower
than Frisian dames. Polish ladiej* are

strictly forbidden also to wear toqnets ; and this
is. ail enforced, " adds our correspondent, "by
the same En:peror who was quite enraptured
when hero by th£ Grand Duchess, toquet and
aigrettes and all!"' Our correspondent,
allowing that some of the fashious in the
"advanced capital" of the French empire are

"absurd, overdone, ruinous, suicidal, and so

on," is, nevertheless, of opinion that "this cru¬

sade against fashion journals will but give
them greater prestige," and, moreover, put a

stop to many of the very curious questions
and answers which now appear in those jour¬
nals. Some of thesa questions, futile as they
may seem, are such as no young lady cau

know without being told.for instance, the
question as to "whether thore is any parti¬
cular shape for a priest's shirt distinct from
other Bhirts." To what a lamentable state of
ignorance will this new ukase of the Czar con¬

demn his fair subjects !
The second event is a meeting lately held at

Stuttgart, at which a motion was voted insist¬
ing on the nocessity of modifying the toilets of
ladies. "So far, so good," says our corre¬

spondent; "I approve that Paris should not

lay down tlio law exclusively ; but a committee
was organized at the close of iho German
meeting, composed of painters, doctors and
scientific tailors, who are henceforth to set the
styles, after deliberation. If I were a husband
this new system would alarm me extremely.
The getting up of oue's wife by a painter is
surely as objectionable as the turning out of
one's wife by a milliner, and the chalking over

of one's wife by a tailor cannot be more agreea¬
ble." Russia and Germany are manifestly
throwing fashion into anarchy. The "fash¬
ionable constitution of women" is in danger,
and our American ladies are advised in the
midst of these revolutionary movements to
remain neutral, like France in regard to Spain.
We must refer our lady readers to our Paris

fashions letter for a detailed description of the
most utiiquo among the latest toilets.a morn¬

ing robe, an elegant evening costume without
a train (to be worn by a lady invited to the
second series of invitations to the chateau at
Compiegne), a hunting costume for a huntress
who dot-s not bunt, the new "plain and pretty
costumes, with Styriaa hats" (for one of v/hich
an Auit rican lady is responsible) ; a "new
flower star for the forehead" and the very
nowest and very tasteful fashion, set at the
first performance otf" the "P. richole," of "hav¬
ing buttons and jewelry of the same shade as

ribbon sashes, worn behind." The "Pi'ri-
chole," by the bye, is, we are told, ro less suc¬

cessful at the Variotes than the "Grande
Duchesse," and it will probably be equally suc¬

cessful when brought out in New York at
Fisk's sjdendid Opera House.

The Cuban Ftllbnuien.
There is an active Cuban filibustering organi¬

zation in this city, largoly made up of dis¬
banded soldiers from our late civil war, ready
for any military enterprise promising good pay
and fat pickings. But there must he some

money in the movement, and, assuming that
the leaders have men of means to back them
up, the question still recur3 how they expect
to be reimbursed for their outlays ? The plan
of operations is, first, to secure the independ¬
ence of Cuba. and. secondly, annexation to the
United States. Of course with the annexa¬
tion slavery would be abolished, for our fede¬
ral "constitution as it is'* says that "neither
slavery nor involuntary servitude shall exist
in the United States, nor within their jurisdic¬
tion, save in the punishment of crimes," &c.
But in the government of Cuba, first as a

republic, and next in the work of transferring
the isUnd, and next iu its government as a
State of the Union, the leading filibusters no

doubt expect to be handsomely rewarded,
while it is probable that many of the island
sugar and tobacco planters and manufacturers
are ready to give up their slaves for the advan¬
tages of free trade and full political and social
communion with the United S ates. There is
something, too, so extortionate in the Spanish
taxation of Cuba that a transfer to our Custom
House and internal revenue taxes would be a

greai relief. These Cuban filibusters, then,
have something to build upon, and so they
will be apt to go ahead.

I'bjralcal ami Oilier ContvlaiMn of South

Amrrlra.

Simultaneously with the announcement that
earthquakes arc agnin shaking up the southern
half ot' our Continent we have the news that
revolution ha« broken out atrcsh in Colombia.
This time the conservative? havo madu an

attempt to get possession of the lilnral Presl-
dent and overthrow the present order of
things.not quite a year old. The State of
Panama presents the sume picture as other
States. What does this mean? Are tin-
South Americans still so stupid as not to see

that the commercial Interests of foreigners
are ready to sympathize with liberal or

conservative, just as nny suit? In all
Spanish American countries foreigners are

"neither P13I1 nor flesh, nor yet good red
herring." So we tl.id them conservatives
now; they will be liberals to-morrow; any¬
thing the next day ; after the dollars always.

Let the people of South America study
nnd adopt General (.rant's motto. l«et us have
peace. This Continent i< eminently one for
industry, and Undo Sam must have peas' " to
carry out tlio terms of hit) grant in the New
World.
Genehal Gkv.y's Mov1v unts. ~~<3f!ncr*l

Grant, from his fly'ng visit to thh city on

Friday, last, departed yesterday for We?t
Point and will probably return this way,
ru route for Washington, to-morrow or next
day. We understand that ho will spend seve¬
ral days here before leaving us again, nnd that
dnrlttj his sojourn tin lfui>n Club
will give him 1 qutot but jwinot'ly r» plion.
We Mfnect that these sorties of the General

I from Wishing! >n are shrewdly designed to
scatter the offlces'-ejuhrs. Tho Idea m \ tfood

j oue : but a !to^» try? to London a id Paris, or

| cv:*n to IT r/aaa, would l»e equal to tho f! rikiojf
of Vickeburg against the numerous Lii lj jf
prey uu t'ue bceat )f ibc spoils.

Tho fMiiw^r.

In the Hbimm> of lu-day we give accouutri
of the grand meteoric display, a3 wltnosscd all
over this Continent, on the evening of tho ljth
and morning of the 1 4th lust. So far an

details have reached us and we have ac¬
counts from almost every State in the Union..

the display seems to hare been on a scale of
iiiigrmSdj quite as grand as that of tho cor¬

responding period of last year. Our savan*
have again been at fault. The inetoorio
shower was not wholly unexpected ; but it
was confidently predicted that it would be aeeu

only in the Pacific Ocean, and would nof. bo
visible until an advanced hour of the morning.
It is undeniable that in this particular
department modern science is sadly behind.
These material phenomena are not new. They
have been witnessed at irregular Intervals
from the very earliest times. In the ageo of
darkness and superstition thoy were not un¬

naturally looked upon as special indications o1
the pleasure or displeasure of the gods. We
have got beyond this belief; but what these
brilliant visitants are, to what cause or caus<*»

we are to attribute their appearance, we are as

much in darkness as ever. It is now a grow¬
ing couviclion with many that at this particu-
lar season of the year they have, circum¬
stances being favorable, been visible from
the very earliest times. This, however, is a

point which we are wiiiiug as yet to leave
to tho learned in meteorological phonomena.
This much, at least, it is now safe to say.that
the time has come when the whole subject
should be fully discussed and when the
wits ol' the wisest should be taxed to answer

the following and kindred questions : First..

What are these falling or shooting stars, as we

call them ? Second.Do we come into contact
with them after tho intervals of long ages? or

might they not be seen at all times if only we

occupied a favorable point of observation?
Third.What connection has their visible
manifestation with terrestrial aud atmospherie
disturbances? or have they any such connec¬

tion ?
Tlie Fulton Ferry Accident,

in another place in this day's IIbram> we
give full detnils of the shocking accident which
occurred yesterday morning at Fulton ferry.
The details speak for themselves in ore elo¬
quently than any words of onrs can. (t is
certainly to be admitted that such accidents
are of rare occurrence. One such acoi-
dent, however, is sufficient to inspire the
community with just and well-grounded
alarm. There are thousands of our peoplcr
who, from the necessities of the case, hav»
no choice but to entrust their lives twice a day
to the safe keeping of our ferry companies.
It is a notorious fact that the ferry coiupaoiea
are miserably unworthy of the trust tfaun
reposed in them. It would not be difficult
to multiply evidence to prove that tho
safety of tho passengers is altogether

a secondary consideration with the managers.
In this case, however, we hive to deal with
the servantu rather than with the masters.
We have no fault to (lad with tho deck hand
who was temporarily entrusted with tlie man¬

agement of the boat and who was directly the
cause of the catastrophe. It in impossible,
however, to And language sufficiently strong to
denounce the conduct of tho pilot. There is not
one word to be said in his favor. By his negK-
gonce two persons have been killed and thirty
persona havo been wounded, many of thsra
seriously, some of them, perhaps, fatally. In
a community like ours it is an absolute neces¬

sity that the culpable negligence of this man
be severely punished. It is unpleasant to be
compelled so to write, but an examplo must
be made. Out even of this great calamity
good will have come if it hastens the erec¬
tion of a bridge over tho East river.

OtTH Standing Ai:mv..According to thn
report of tho Adjutant General prepared
for December the regular army of the United
States is 4.1,741 men, whites and blacks, ex¬

clusive of 4,340 in tho engineer corps and other
specialties. Put the whole army force ih
round numbers at fifty thousand men, and it
doos not appear large in view of the demand*
upon It in the South among the turbulent
whites and blacks and in the West among tho
hostile Indians. General Grant has been cut¬
ting it down all the time, but he will have a

fairer field for retrenchment after the 4th of
March noxt, including the Frcedruen's Bu¬
reau.

Tub 8octok«n Ku Klux K i. am. -It h re¬

ported that the Ku Klux Klans or Arkansas*
in consequence of the discovery of their sign*
and puss words by the State uuthori'.ies, have
burned up their records and have suspended
operations till further orders from their
general headquarters at New Orbina. We
guess that ia view of the incoming adminis¬
tration at Washington the best course fo»- the
whole Ku Klux organization end far all .ther
secret political disturbers of the same cnarac-
ter down South, on eitiier ride, w.Il lie to dis¬
band. >li jjterse and r.> into soiu« honest ualliag.
aa soon aa possible.

T!>rF.H ABOUT TOVrt.

A it to lot* u republican in a

batraw from Mxlii avenuo, near lll'iecker N|rc»*%
tot'ie Hiuvr.u building, on Tuesday slotting
ut hair-past two o'clock r. M. This Is to s'ttle a
v. «y r on the laie election, tl.ooo being suited as
furfut in the cveut of the non-fitldliueut of Ue terms
ol the t'ct.

Il would perm the Nlcol«on pav njrnt H coming
to Its legitimate tnd-to lite fire, on Friday a rant
of lahort rs took up a portion or the tarrr-ii flooring
nuar lleckinaa street, and set il lu a jolly bla/e, t<»
lit* cotuiort of the poor woman ai Hie apple stand
neur by. I» was taken up. how e\ < r, lor rqpiu'cuaeut.
lW>w long would it stand Broadway t
The transmogrification of Tammany Hall 'row a

council chamber for the sachem n of "tho irr;.u "un¬
washed. untnrrifled democracy" Is a varieMiw con¬
cert hall wa« commenced yrstorday. The .'Kd In¬
jun" In the nlcho over the entrance to the proten-
i.ous "wu;waiu" still looks exceedingly paio: but by
the time tho "braves" have selected ariotliei *'happy
hunting ground" he may probably ravovcr tiu origl.
Hal r<H ate completion.

Tite attention of the police authorities is again di¬
rected to flv.il Insufi r«Mc nuisance of concoinln
and pickpocl els who congregate aroun.l T t»»* doom
"f our metropolitan churches overy Humtnv, and
V ho, ih soon a* the eonareyations ar» disuii *.<!
from (iivine cervtoe, sinus tUemxelve^' mong tho
curbs' one the K-ttor lo ebon up tht tltoroughfart
and ply their nefarious avocations, if tim pnttm
will h is. make those saintly Idh is tn<y/e on afur tin y
Liftvn the church fewer ladles will |m stared out of

, countenance ant fewer person* v. ill be roll(|r9d of
; iimif v, aIijmi and watches*


